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Performed by David Judge, Nadim Sawalha, Cat Simmons with Taanashe and Panashe Mwatsiya or Jamel and Jaden Matthias
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PRESS NIGHT – 14 June at 7.45pm
Hailed by Time Magazine as ‘the greatest active playwright in the English-speaking world’, Athol Fugard celebrates his 78th birthday during the previews of his play COMING HOME which opens at the Arcola Theatre, London on 8 June.

At the end of Fugard’s 1997 play Valley Song, Veronica Jonkers left her beloved Grandfather's farm to pursue her dream of a singing career in Cape Town. Here in Coming Home she returns after his death, carrying a painful secret, and though her heart is filled with disappointment she strives to plant the seeds of a new life for her infant son Mannetjie.

As Veronica’s health begins to fail- she finally admits to having AIDS - she persuades her childhood friend Alfred to marry her and become a father to her son. Mannetjie at first resents Alfred's intrusion into the close relationship he has with his mother, but as she worsens the pair are forced to reach an uneasy armistice. Throughout the play the characters seek comfort in their memories of Veronica’s grandfather and relive remembered conversations about his love for his family and his land, while Mannetjie imagines what “Oupa” would have made of his love for words and learning. Fugard once again tells a story that finds hope in human relationships and in the power of the imagination.

COMING HOME is directed by Cordelia Monsey who has worked extensively as Associate Director to Peter Hall in seasons at Bath, The Old Vic, in the West End, and on tour - most recently Bedroom Farce (West End) and A Midsummer Night’s Dream starring Dame Judi Dench (Rose Theatre Kingston). Director credits include the UK Premiere of Athol Fugard’s Victory at the Theatre Royal Bath.
Veronica is played by Cat Simmons who has recently appeared at The Young Vic in Been So Long and Simply Heavenly and on tour in the musicals Fame, Jesus Christ Superstar and Whistle Down The Wind.  Nadim Sawalha plays the grandfather.  His theatre credits include George Khan in East Is East, the title role in Monsieur Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Qur’an and most recently he has appeared at the Soho Theatre as Mohammed Al Fayed in his one man show All I want is a British Passport.  Nadim’s film credits include Syriana and the title role in the award winning Jordanian film Captain Abu Raed for which he won the Muhr award for best actor at the Dubai International Film Festival.  David Judge who plays Alfred was last seen at The Arcola in Afterbirth.  Other theatre includes Crying in the Chapel at the Contact Theatre, Manchester, Three Sisters at The Lyric Hammersmith and The Eleventh Capital at The Royal Court Theatre.
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Venue: 

Arcola Theatre – Studio 2
27 Arcola Street, London, E8 2DJ
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8 June – 3 July at 7.45pm (no performances on Sundays)

Ticket Prices:
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Box Office 

020 7503 1646 or www.arcolatheatre.com
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